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PROGRESS PICTURES OF OUR NEW OFFICE BUILDING. 


Showing the new home of San Joaquin Power as it appeared on March 15, with the forms for the first 
floor completed. Upper left—lowering the six-ton cement mixer from the street. Upper right—the three and 
one-half ton electric hoist which will be used on the job. Lower left—another view of the giant cement mixer. 
Lower right—viewing the plans for the first floor. 
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San Joaquin Power Office Building Rising 


Estimated that Outside Concrete Work will be Completed July 15, and 
Entire Building Completed November 1. 


ORK upon the ten-story office 

building of San Joaquin Power is 

progressing on schedule time, ac- 
cording to R. F. Felchlin, architect and 
builder. 


Approximately 60,000 subic feet of con- 
crete had been poured into the forms of 
the new building on March 15, and Felch- 
lin estimates that within ten weeks, the 
entire concrete frame of the building will 
have been completed and ready for the 
bricklayers and inside finishers. The in- 
side finishing will be started about July 
15, and should be completed, and the build- 
ing ready for occupancy by November 1. 
The outside lighting fixtures, and the 
large San Joaquin Power sign which will 
adorn the roof of the building will be 
installed about October 15, making our 
new home the most brilliantly lighted 
building on the Coast. 

On the building an average of 1% 
carloads of concrete is poured each 
day. Felchlin estimates that approximate- 
ly 200 carloads of rock, cement and sand 
costing $60,000 will be used in the con- 
struction of the building. About twenty 
carloads of reinforcing steel will be used in 
the forms of the building, and approximate- 
ly 120,000 feet of lumber will be used in 
the forms. 

Because of the narrow streets, the build- 
ers have been forced to install a runway 
into the building where truckloads of grav- 


el sand and cement are driven up and un- 
loaded. Large bins, with a capacity of 
several thousand cubic feet have been con- 
structed, and into these the materials are 
dumped. The cement mixer is located in 
the basement of the building, supplying 
the material elevator which has been erect- 
ed in the central air and light shaft of the 
building, instead of on the sides as has 
been the custom in other large buildings 
in Fresno. 

The rock and sand used is being ob- 
tained from the pits at Friant, while the 
cement comes from the San Francisco plant 
of the Portland Cement Company. 


CALIFORNIA AVE. SUBSTATION 
IS NEARING COMPLETION 

The New California Avenue substation 
of San Joaquin Power is about 70 per 
cent completed, and will be ready for 
duty about May 20, according to E. A. 
Quinn, General Superintendent of the op- 
erating divisions. 

Quinn states that practically all of the 
transformers and) high tension switches 
have been installed while the switchboard 
and low tension switches are on the ground, 
ready for installation. 

This new substation will be one of the 
most modern in California, will be fed by 
three 70,000 volt lines, two lines coming 
in from the Sanger substation and one 
line being brought in from the west 60,000 
volt line from the Kearney sub. 


NEW CALIFORNIA AVENUE SUBSTATION UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT FRESNO. 
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Handsome Year Book Issued 


Annual Report to Stockholders for year 1922 contains much information 
of general interest. 


ROSS operating revenues of the San 

Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 

tion increased during 1922 by 
$810,003.56, a gain of over 14.48 per cent, 
according to the annual report to stock- 
holders and year book now being mailed 
out from the Fresno office of the Corpora- 
tion. 

The report shows that the total gross 
operating revenues from electric, gas, water 
and railway properties was $5,595,112.07 
during 1921, which increased to $6,405,- 
115.63 in 1922. Electric revenues with- 
out gas, water and railway, were $5,110,- 
668.91 during 1921 and $5,881,244.34 in 
1922, an increase of 15.08 per cent. Dur- 
ing the same period the sale of kilowatt 
hours increased 18.46 per cent, which in- 
crease includes sales to other companies. 
The company’s electric revenue from busi- 
ness on its own lines increased 12.75 per 
cent while the sales of energy increased 
14.05 per cent. The reduction in the 
level of electric rates by the Railroad 
Commission, effective May 1, 1922, ac- 
counts for the falling off of revenue as 
compared with energy sales. During 1921 
the operating expense was 44.81 per cent 
of the gross revenues, while during 1922 
the cost of operation was 43.59 per cent 
of the gross revenue. This reduction in 
the cost of operation was due to greater 
sales and to favorable water conditions 
making possible a greater output of hydro 
power, thereby cutting down the steam 
power. 

25 MILLIONS IN FIVE YEARS 

Capital expenditures for plants and 
properties for the year 1922 were $4,209,- 
718.50 as compared with $7,734,549.25 
in 1921. In the last five years more than 
$25,000,000 has been invested in new 
plants, lines and services, within which 
period the number of consumers served has 
increased 83 per cent. 

The construction budget for 1923 calls 
for the expenditure of more than $4,500,- 
000 to provide for improvement and en- 
largement of power plants, for extensions 
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of transmission lines, and for new sub- 
stations, distribution lines transformers 
and services to supply new consumers. 

Notable among the larger undertakings 
to be carried on during the year are men- 
tioned the installation of a 4,000 kilo- 
watt unit and the enlargement of ditches 
in No. 3 Power House on the North Fork 
of the San Joaquin River; development, 
road building and other preliminary work 
on the Kings River Project where the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation 
will develop 500,000 horsepower; and the 
completion of 80 miles of 110,000 volt 
transmission line from McKittrick to 
Santa Maria. Another transmission line 
for the Kings River power development 
is under way to supply power for the 
camps and construction work. ‘The con- 
construction of the new ten-story office 
building at Fresno is a part of the build- 
ing program for 1923. It is expected that 
this building will be completed before 
January 1, 1924. 

MORE THAN SIXTY THOUSAND CONSUMERS 

During the year 1922, 7903 new con- 
sumers were added, making the total of 
60,307 consumers supplied with electricity, 
gas and water at December 31, 1922. The 
present facilities of the company include 
fourteen generating plants with installed 
capacity of 182,533 horsepower, of which 
eleven are hydro and three steam; 33 sub- 
stations, and 5500 miles of transmission 
and distribution lines. ‘Two gas plants 
making articifial gas, and a natural gas 
supply serve three cities through 165 miles 
of gas mains. Water is supplied in two 
cities and street railway transportation in 
Bakersfield. 

During the year $5,001,900 par value 
Seven Per Cent Prior Preferred Stock 
making a total of $7,019,400 Prior Pre- 
ferred Stock was sold at December 31. The 
total bonded indebtedness of the company 
is $30,577,000, having been increased $3,- 
050,000 during the year. 

FINE VALLEY PUBLICITY 

In addition to the annual report by 

W m. G. Kerckhoff, President of the Cor- 


poration, the Year Book contains a de- 
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scription of the San Joaquin Valley, a 
short history of the company, and a de- 
scription of the properties. A two-page 
map of the San Joaquin Valley showing 
the topography and general layout of cen- 
tral California from Merced to Bakers- 
field and from the Sierras to the sea, oc- 
cupies the center of the book. Illustra- 
tions of the properties of the company and 
San Joaquin Valley industries make the 
book a handsome piece of publicity for the 
San Joaquin Valley. 

The book was printed by the William 
Glass Republican Printery, at Fresno. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER RADIO 


ENJOYED BY CROW INDIANS: 


A letter received by R. C. Denny, in 
charge of the San Joaquin Power broad- 
casting station, from L. Ballou, resident 
agent on the Crow Indian Agency, at 
Crow, Montana, is printed below: 


Crow Agency, Montana, 
March 21, 1923. 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corp., 
Fresno, Calif. 
Gentlemen: 

We certainly owe an appreciative letter 
to those, who, with vocal and instrumental 
music, gave us a delightful evening on 
March 20, but still more is due you for 
making it possible. 

You wished to hear from those over 
250 miles distant, and therefore I am an- 
swering, for I fancy this station is about 
a thousand miles away. 

Here, your unseen audience is at times 
made up of Crow Indians, unable to write 
or speak English, but who nevertheless 
seem to enjoy good music. 

The wonder of radio still persists, after 
a six months possession of a good receiver. 

For those who are unable to write, 
again we thank yau, 

Sincerely yours, 
L. BALLOU. 


Another letter of appreciation was re- 
ceived from the Lee Kresler, Chapter. No. 
7, Disabled War Veterans of the World 
War at Walla Walla, Washington. The 
letter states that the hospital is equipped 
with a splendid receiving set donated by 
the citizens of the community, extensions 
to the wards and beds make it possible 
for each individual patient to enjoy the 
programs. 
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BRISCOE FAMILY BOOSTERS 
FOR ELECTRIC COOKING 


Convincing evidence of the sort of im- 
pression the electric home idea is making 
on the progressive ranchers of Fresno 
District is shown in one instance where 
six members of one family have installed 
and are using electric ranges. They are 
all boosters of this method of cooking. 

The Briscoe family are well known 
vineyardists in the Sanger-Del Rey and 
Fresno District owning and managing 
some very fine vineyards. They have used 
electricity in some form since its introduc- 
tion in the suburban homes. About six 
months ago an electric range was installed 
for one of them as sort of an experiment. 

At the present time the following in- 
stallations are being used: 

R. W. Briscoe, father, 7 KW range, 
3 KW water heater, 114 HP motor and 
Lights. 

W. W. Briscoe, son, 7 KW range, 1 
H. P. 

R. R. Briscoe, son, 7 KW range. 

E. V. Briscoe, son, 7 KW range, 2 H. P. 


M. B. Stone, son-in-law, 7 KW range, 
I H: P. 

E. V. Briscoe and R. R. Briscoe are 
using Westinghouse ranges and the others 
are using the Hot Points. 

These installations were made largely 
through the efforts of Norman T. Eichel- 
berger of the Fresno sales force. He dis- 
claims any credit, however, stating that 
only one sale was made. ‘The perform- 
ance of this first installation made all the 
other sales. 

R. R. Briscoe recently moved to De- 
lano, range and all, to improve 160 acres 
of raw land. We are sorry to lose this 
customer and feel that Delano now has 
an additional booster. 

E. V. Briscoe is in the San Joaquin 
district. He is an expert on the winter 
vine irrigation plan and has clearly dem- 
onstrated the value of it in pumping water 
through the winter months. He has 
achieved splendid results and wrote a very 
interesting article on the subject which 
was printed in a recent issue of this maga- 
zine. 

The other members of the family have 
extensive acreages of vines on Central Ave- 
nue southwest of Fresno. 


Electrics Are Cheapest 


Cost of Operating City Delivery Trucks Is Much Lower Where Electrics 
Are Used. 


By C. B. Merrick, Sales Engineer, San Joaquin Power 


Tests show that for some fields elec- 
tric truck transportation is the cheapest 
available, as well as being more reliable 
than ony other type. For this reason it 
.is displacing other methods. 

The question naturally follows—what 
is the proper field of the electric street 
truck? The electric truck is adapted to 
the short-haul, frequent-stop field on heavy 
traffic city streets where the total mile- 
age per day does not exceed fifty miles. 
In this service electric trucking excels all 
other methods of transportation. Esti- 
mates by reputable truck concerns and 
central stations place from 70 to 85 per 
cent of all haulage in large cities in this 
class. Industries coming within this field 
of application are laundries, bakeries, ice 
cream manufacturers, dairy companies, 
bottlers, coal and ice dealers, storage 
warehouses and transfer companies, public 
utilities, department stores, grocers. 

The electric truck should be considered 
as transportation and every item of ex- 
pense analyzed from that angle. 

Actual analysis shows that the cost of 
delivery expressed in percentage of gross 
income is as follows: 


P EREA A 18 to 20 per cent 
——— 20 to 25 per cent 
Laundry ................ 20 to 30 per cent 
Ice Cream ............ 20 to 25 per cent 

In other words, it costs as much as two 
to two-and-one-half cents to deliver a loaf 
of bread worth ten cents wholesale, and 
three to four cents to deliver a quart of 
milk. In the department store trade it 
costs anywhere from six to ten cents to 
deliver a parcel. 

The economy of the electric truck is 
due mainly to slow depreciation and the 
same speed of approximately 12 miles per 
hour; this latter feature not only insuring 
slow depreciation but also materially low- 
ering the general maintenance and operat- 
ing expense of the vehicle. "lires, for in- 
stance, wear out approximately as the 
square of the speed. Compared with 
horses in like service, electrics will save 
from 10 to 35 per cent or more, route for 
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route. The following tabulation shows 
1285 electric trucks, 10 years old, 132 
electric trucks 15 years old and 25 electric 
trucks 21 years old operating in the Met- 
ropolitan district in New York city: 


ELECTRIC TRUCKS IN METROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT, JANUARY Ísr, 1922 


4003 in service 1 year 
2899 in service years 
2448 in service 7 years 
2044 in service 8 years 
1580 in service 9 years 
1285 in service 10 years 
980 in service 11 years 
395 in service 12 years 
221 in service 13 years 
156 in service 14 years 
132 in service 15 years 
106 in service 16 years 

74 in service 17 years 

33 in service 18 years 

25 in service 21 years 


The maximum of service and dependa- 
bility from electric trucks comes from long 
life, freedom from repair troubles, time 
lost, large stock of parts, etc., minimum of 
supervision, minimum of driver attention, 
simple control, all the speed the. law al- 
lows in heavy traffic, short turning radius 
and overall length making it easy to han- 
dle in traffic and requiring small garage 
space, almost instantaneous starting and 
stopping, no idling when stopped, avail- 
able power for emergencies, low inflam- 
mability and hence low insurance, a simple 
rotating power unit which gives even ac- 
celeration and a minimum wear and tear 
on parts, low tire costs. 

The list of electric users includes most 
of the nationally known concerns which 
keep accurate account of their transporta- 
tion costs and the best testimonial as to 
the success of the electric truck is that 
today 70 per cent of the truck manufac- 
turers’ business comes from repeat orders. 

San Francisco and Los Angeles each 
have approximately one hundred electric 
trucks in use or now on order. The 
Benham Ice Cream Company of Fresno 
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has had two electric trucks in use for town 
deliveries during a period of three years, 
and a third truck in service for two years, 
and are well pleased with the showing 
they have made, one truck having run con- 
tinuously for twenty-two months without 
missing a day. Their electric fleet now 
consists of four trucks of two and 3/4 
ton capacity, a new Walker electric having 
been recently added. It is found that 
these electrics fit in nicely in the in-town 
field, proving economical and efficient. 


In addition to economy of operation, a 
distinct advantage. of the electric truck 
is its cleanliness, particularly important in 
the delivery of dairy and bakery products. 
This has been recognized by the Jersey 
Farm Dairy Company which recently pur- 
chased three Ward trucks and a complete 
automatic charging outfit. ‘These trucks 
are the first fleet which will handle this 
company’s milk delivery problem in Fresno. 
The first two trucks were tried out and 
found to be built slightly high for the 
most beneficial use. 
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The new truck which has just arrived 
has a special drop frame to lower the 
driver's platform. The routes on which 
these electrics are operated cover about 
18 to 20 miles per route, with four hun- 
dred customers on each. It takes the 
driver approximately six and a half hours 
to cover a route. As these trucks are tried 
out any necessary modifications will be 
made in the new trucks as they are or- 
dered. 

The San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration and the Fresno City Water Com- 
pany are using five electric trucks in 
Fresno District. Two 1-ton trucks are as- 
signed to the Fresno City Water Com- 
pany, two 2-ton trucks are assigned to the 
Stores Department, and a l-ton truck to 
the Service Department respectively. 


A close record of the performance of 
these trucks is being kept, and it is ex- 
pected that accurate costs for operating 
electric trucks in and around Fresno will 
be available after a comparable period of 
observation. 


ELECTRICS PROVE HIGHLY SATISFACTORY IN MILK DELIVERY. 
First of fleet of electric trucks to be used by the Jersey Farm Dairy in delivery of milk in Fresno. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


Scarcity of Snow This Year 


Survey of Conditions in Upper Kings River Shows 50 Per Cent of Total 
for Last Season. 


HE survey of the snow in the Kings 

River country feeding the proposed 

. Kings River Project of the San Joa- 
quin Light & Power Corporation for the 
season of 1922-1923, shows less than 50 
per cent of last year’s total, while the 
rainfall for the season is only 68.7 per 
cent of that of the previous season. Rec- 
ords for this section have been completed 
by A. P. Dean, hydrographer making the 
snow surveys in the Kings River water- 
shed. 

In the February report he stated the 
first part of the month was very cold, 
snow falling in the lower elevations be- 
tween the 8th and llth. On a trip out 
February 11 it was necessary to use snow 
shoes as far down as Weir Creek camp 
at an elevation of 4,000 feet. Snow eight 
to twelve inches deep was encountered all 


the way to the old Patterson Creek camp. 
By the 15th all snow below the 5000 foot 
elevation had disappeared except in unex- 
posed places. On this same date snow 
shoes were unnecessary below 6800 on the 
North Fork Side of Patterson Mountain. 
Since the 15th the weather has been warm 
and springlike, nearly every day being per- 
fectly clear. 

Unless the snowfall during the spring 
months is unusually heavy, the runoff of 
the North Fork of the Kings River will 
be below normal this spring. 

At the Helm Creek station. which is 
8,100 feet above sea level, a total of 74 
inches of snow was on the ground in Feb- 
ruary, 1923, while the snow level at this 
point stood at 132 inches in February, 
1922. The seasonal snow fall was 267 
inches as measured February 28, 1923, and 
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MYSTERIOUS LOST CANYON. 
Head of Lost Canyon looking south (at left) and southern end of this cleft in the rocks, 1500 to 2000 


feet deep. 


This canyon is accessible only during the winter when the snow piles from 50 to 150 feet deep. 


The floor of the canyon has never been explored on account of the dangerous character of the sides which are 


constantly dropping loose rock. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


1923 
300 inches as measured February 28, 1922. 


The seasonal precipitation was 27.98 inches 
for season to February 28, 1923, and 48.20 
inches for the season of 1923. 

At Cliff Bridge, which is 6150 feet 
elevation, the seasonal precipitation was 
31.90 inches for the season to February 
28,1923, as against 47.50 inches for the pre- 
vious season. The precipitation at the 
lower elevations showed less variation 
than in the upper regions. At Balch Camp 
which has an elevation of 1300 feet the 
precipitation for 1923 was 19.20 inches 
as against 22.30 inches for 1922. 


Marcu, 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER CLUB 
HOLDS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


The Fresno San Joaquin Power Club 
added 156 new members to the club and 
started the mutual benefit section with 347 
members as a result of a membership drive 
during March. 


The drive was in the form of a mem- 
bership contest under the direction of M. 
E. Newlin as chairman. A handsome cup 
and other prizes were secured and a meet- 
ing called for leaders to volunteer as cap- 
tains of teams to compete for the prizes. 
Six captains were selected from various 
departments composed of Tom Smith, 
Operating Department; E. J. Crawford, 
Operating Department; John Kelly, Ac- 
counting Department; W. J. Edwards, 
Research Department; Mrs. N. G. Letch- 
worth, Auditing Department; and Miss 
Hazel Larson, Garage and Draughting 
Department. 


Each captain selected a team and went 
to work. Much advertising and propa- 
ganda was circulated, all of which was 
not favorable to the club. The opposi- 
tion, however, stimulated interest in club 
affairs as the derogatory reports brought 
out discussion of the merits and demerits 
of holding membership in the club with 
the result that the membership committee 
won the argument in most instances. 

The cup was won by the operating 
department under the leadership of Tom 
Smith with a score of 1350 points. On 
the loving cup the names of the winning 
team are engraved as follows: Tom Smith, 
Pearl Hine, Mel Fowler, Carl Stockholm, 
Mrs. Rossa D. Hill and Gerald Quinn. 

The first prize for individual points 
scored was a handsome electric waffle iron 
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which was won by Pearl Hine. ‘The sec- 
ond prize, a waffle iron, went to E. J. 
Crawford. The third prize, an electric 
toaster, was awarded to Miss Hazel Lar- 
son, and Mel Fowler won the fourth 
prize, an electric grill. 

Mr. Newlin was presented with a hand- 
some safety razor for his efforts in carry- 
ing on the successful contest. 


FRANK A. EASTON NOW 
MANAGER OF STOCK SALES 


The direction of 
stock sales was taken 
over by Frank A. 
Easton as Stock Sales 
Manager on March 
Ist. 

The appoinment of 
Frank Easton to this 
important work is re- 
garded with unquali- 
fied approval by his 
many friends both in 
the San Joaquin 
Power organization 
and in the business, 
social and civic life of Bakersfield, where 
Mr. Easton has made his home for the 
past twelve years. 


Frank Easton has grown up in the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. His 
first work for the company was on the 
construction of the Crane Valley dam 
where as a mere boy he worked in the store 
room. While attending school in Bakers- 
field he found employment after school 
and Saturdays doing odd jobs for the com- 
pany. During vacation periods he took 
any work offered, and has dug ditches, car- 
ried water for laborers, laid pipe lines, ex- 
tended services for gas, read meters, re- 
paired meters, in fact, did any work as- 
signed to him. 


Completing his education in the Uni- 
versity of the State of California in 1916, 
he accepted a position as clerk in the gas 
division at Bakersfield where he rose step 
by step to superintendent of the gas divi- 
sion from which position he was draughted 
to handle the stock sales department with 
offices at Fresno. 

Mr. Easton was president of the Rotary 
Club of Bakersfield, and has taken an ac- 
tive interest in civic and club affairs in 
that city where he has a host of friends. 


FRANK A. EASTON. 
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No Lost Time Account of Accidents 


The Accident Prevention Committee is determined that the above 
emblem shall be placed in every department. 


By Cras. E. Monporr, M. D., Chief Surgeon San Joaquin Light 


d Power 


Corporation 


“Of all sad words of tongue or pen 
The saddest are these—it might have been.” 


F someone had used his head, an acci- 
dent to someone might have been 
avoided. 

Someone left some tools on the floor 
for some other unseeing person to stumble 
over—or someone left, or passed by a board 
in which there was a projecting nail, or 
he passed by some accident hazard without 
seeing it, or seeing, without heeding or 
removing the hazard, and some other per- 
son, equally unseeing, was injured. Two 
persons failed to use their normal senses 
and another preventable accident swelled 
the list. 

Every one of us has been given five 
highly specialized senses—taste, hearing, 
smell, sight, touch. They are all co-related 
and controlled through a central station, 
the brain, and all are intended for use. 
The brain in its relation to these senses 
is largely automatic, that is, the senses 
function without voluntary effort and reg- 
ister their selective impulses in the central 
station. Of what use are the senses if 


the messages which they send in are not 


heeded ? 


PETINE 


If you don’t “use your head?” 


THE BEST 
SAFETY DEVICE 


—— IS A —— 


CAREFULWORKER 


If you seen an accident hazard and pass 
it by without removing or reporting it, 
you are not using your head. You may 
not get hurt, but your buddy may come 
along after you and get it, and don't for- 
get that IT HURTS TO GET HURT. 


Keep this in mind—“ It might have been 
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me." And if you had let your mind re- 
ceive that impulse sent to it bv your eyes, 
your buddy might be on the job with you 
today instead of in that hospital bed. 

Think! It doesn't cost you a cent, but 
returns you many riches in comfort, not 
only for you but for your wife and chil- 
dren. 

“Think first" is the practical applica- 
tion of Safety First. 

The careful man is the man who thinks 
—the man who uses his head. Rules and 
regulations may be adopted ; safety devices 
can be attached to machinery; guards can 
be installed and warning signs posted; but 
all are useless unless every man is careful 
to watch for danger; unless every man 
is careful to warn others of danger. 

If this company is enabled to join the 
"No Lost Time Accidents" class it will 
be only through the efforts and co-opera- 
tion of every employee, to not only prevent 
accidents to himself but to help prevent 
them to his fellow employee. 

'Think accident prevention—talk acci- 
dent prevention—dream accident preven- 
tion, and it won’t take us long to get there. 


SAFETY DEPARTMENT PROVES 
PROFITABLE FOR RAILROAD 


Instead of the safety department, re- 
cently inaugurated on many of our rail- 
roads, being only a ''semi-essential human- 
itarian agency" it has now become on 
many well-managed roads “a big money- 
maker and a valuable asset to the country 
in other ways." So writes the superinten- 
dent of the safety section of the Northern 
Pacific to The Railway Age. He backs 
up his assertion with facts and figures, as 
follows: 

Illustrative of its money-making ability, 
a certain Western trunk line's record shows 
that for the first three years after its 
safety department was established (year 
1913), the yearly average number of em- 
ployee casualties was 2,546. By unceasing 
safety activities, a gradual and material 
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reduction of these casualties was effected 
so that during the past three years (not- 
withstanding that there was an annual 
force increase of about 20 per cent, as com- 
pared with the former period) the reduc- 
tion averaged 703 per annum. Each com- 
pensated injury averaged $350, and 65 per 
cent of all of the casualties were compen- 
sated, hence this reduced casualty list meant 
a saving in compensation payments of 
$140,832 per annum—a saving which is 
amply verified by the official operating 
figures. 

The total cost of conducting the safety 
department on that line did not exceed 
$12,000 per annum. The return upon his 
expenditure, therefore, was 1,173 per cent, 
from which, of course, should be deducted 
the expenditure for physical changes made 
in carrying out the safety program. If 
a liberal estimate of $50,000 per annum 
was allowed, the yearly profit to the rail- 
road would be 214 per cent as the result 
of its safety operations. 


SALE OF STOCK HELD UP 
FOR SUN MAID GROWERS 
CO-OPERATIVE CAMPAIGN 

A stock sales campaign for the sale of 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation 
Seven Per Cent Cumulative Prior Pre- 
ferred Stock was launched the first week 
in March after several weeks preliminary 
preparation. Subscription books were 
opened to employees and resulted in plac- 
ing 98 per cent of San Joaquin Power 
employees on the stockholder list during 
the first 10 days. 

The campaign originally was planned to 
extend over a period of ten months, be- 
ginning March 15, to sell to the public 
$2,000,000 in Prior Preferred Stock. This 
campaign was getting started nicely when 
it became evident the drive of the Sun 
Maid Raisin Growers Association would 
require the undivided attention of every 
investor and individual in the San Joa- 
quin Valley if it is to be made a suc- 
cess. 

In line with the support given the Sun- 
Maid Growers drive by progressive busi- 
ness interests in the San Joaquin Valley, 
the management of the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Corporation declared a post- 
ponement in the sale of San Joaquin 
Power Stock for a period of one month. 
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This vacation, giving the Sun Maid 
Growers Association the right-of-way, 
went into effect Monday, March 26, pur- 
suant to the following letter from the of- 
fice to the general manager: 


Districr MANAGERS AND DEPARTMENT 
HEaps: 


We have just started a campaign to sell 
our Prior Preferred stock to the public 
through the agency of our employees. 
Quotas have been alloted and the whole 
set up has been based on the spirit of com- 
petition. 

Just at this time the Sun Maid Raisin 
Growers are arranging for a drive to sell 
$2,500,000 in stock throughout the San 
Joaquin Valley. The stability of the rais- 
in industry is the most vital and serious 
subject that has ever confronted this great 
Valley. The Sun Maid stock must be 
sold; our own drive will mean little to us 
if the raisin industry is not maintained on 
a strong well-financed basis. Our drive 
must be regarded of secondary importance 
for the time being. We deem it highly 
advisable at this time to delay our own 
campaign until April 26th, (Raisin Day) 
the date on which the Sun-Maid drive 
terminates. 


You will therefore advise all employees 
in your district or department that there 
will be no further soliciting for sale of 
San Joaquin stock from now on until 


27, 1923. 


Any subscriptions coming in voluntarily 
will be accepted, but such sales will not 
count on the District quotas. 


Do not allow your employees to lose 
their enthusiasm over this temporary de- 
lay in the sale of San Joaquin stock. Im- 
press upon them that the prosperity of 
the San Joaquin Valley depends upon the 
Raisin Growers drive going over to a 
successful finish. 


On April 27th the sale of San Joaquin 
Prior Preferred stock will again be opened 
on the same basis as originally outlined. 
This delay will mean additional effort on 
the part of all of us during the remainder 
of the year; but I know you feel as I do 
that we must do everything possible dur- 
ing the next month to see that the Raisin 
Growers effort at re-financing is success- 
ful. 

A. Emory WisHow, General Manager. 
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APRIL PARTY PUTS FRESNO 
POWER CLUB ON THE “BUM” 


The last entertainment of the San Joa- 
quin Power Club given April 6 in Fresno 
Winter Garden made tramps of several 
members of the club. It was not the cost 
of the party, because everything was free 
to members and invited friends. It was 
that kind of a party where the order of 
society is reversed, and the bum is exalted 
to a high position. In fact, any well 
dressed, respectable looking person at- 
tempting to enter was looked upon with 
disfavor and had to have a pull with the 
doorkeeper to be admitted. 


The “Masked Hard Time Party" de- 
cided upon by the membership at the 
March meeting of the club, proved one of 
the most novel and successful entertain- 
ments the club has yet staged. 


In the “Dressing Race” Roy DeFoe won 
the price for making the quickest change 
in women’s attire. The prize waltz was 
won by Lloyd Wainscoat and Miss Mar- 
jorie Virgin. The best character imper- 
sonation was given by Frank Cross and 
Miss Rhoda Welts depicting Bowery char- 
acters. The toughest looking couple were 
Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Wolcott, and the 
best group Miss Orville Moore, Miss Ray 
Burton, Mr. Gladys Kennedy, and Mr. 
Irene Agee. Honorable mention was given 
a group composed of Mrs. Emory Wishon, 
Mrs. H. H. Courtright, and Mrs. Stewart 
Rogers. 


SAN JOAQUIN Power MAGAZINE 


The advertising matter prepared by the 
committee was exceptionally clever, show- 
ing poster pictures of the characters to be 
depicted at the party, and a verse by Mrs. 
N. G. Letchworth. The drawings were 
the work of Bob Moore in Lee Duncan’s 
draughting room. 

The verse by Mrs. Letchworth is as 


follows: 


The hobo is a jolly cuss, 

He roams around without much fuss. 
No sooner to a town he goes, 

Then he seeks out the other bos. 

The news has been spread around, 
They’re going to meet in this here town, 
On April sixth, and a conclave have, 
At the winter garden on Blackstone Ave. 
And if you'll hearken to their call, 
You'll sure be there, one and all, 

From eight to one, join in their fun, 
And make their party a merry one. 


—N. G. L. 


A PRAYER FoR THE WICKED 


The evening lesson was from the Book 
of Job, and the minister had just read, 
“Yea, the light of the wicked shall be 
put out," when suddenly the church was 
plunged into total darkness. 

“Brethren,” said the minister with com- 
mendable promptness, “in view of the sud- 
den and startling fulfillment of this proph- 
ecy, we will spend a few minutes in silent 
prayer for the electric light company." 

— Exchange. 


POSTER FOR HARD TIMES PARTY BY BOB MOORE. 
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Electricity Sells Women’s W ear 


New Wonder in Fresno Is Last Word in Electrical Equipment for Proper 
Display of Milady’s Adornment. 


HE electrical installation and illumi- 
nation of the new Wonder women’s 
apparel shop in Fresno is regarded 

in electrical circles as the most complete 
ever installed in a women’s apparel shop 
in this country, and as the United States 
leads the world in electrical lighting equip- 
ment it may truthfully be said that the 
Wonder is among the finest electrically 
equipped establishments in the world. 

To one having little or no knowledge 
of illumination the impression is one of 
delightful rest and satisfaction because of 
the abundance of light free from the glare 
of exposed lamps. The effects have been 
carefully worked out by illuminating en- 
gineers, each fixture placed with studied 
consideration for the purpose it must serve 
and to avoid strain on the eyes. The lamps 
and reflectors used are tinted to give a 
close imitation of sunlight, so that col- 
ored wearing apparel will look the same 
color on the street as is shown in the 
shop. 

The lighting of the show windows is 
so designed that various color effects or 
light intensities, are possible by merely 
closing master switches, which are pro- 
vided with dimmer loops for the future 
installation of automatic dimmers. Two 
banks of lamps, placed twelve inches apart 
in the main windows are wired so that 
every third lamp, second lamp or all may 
be turned on at one time. The lamps are 
placed twelve inches apart and are mount- 
ed in X-Ray reflectors to give the day- 
light effect, and the whole equipment with 
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continuous frame to carry color screens 
and provide the various beautiful color ef- 
fects. The large window is also provided 
with a disappearing foot-light to kill any 
undesirable shadows. Spotlights are placed 
at various points to emphasize any particu- 
lar part of a window. In the floor are 
provided sufficient outlets for the placing 
of table or stand lamps. 


The wiring features are designed to 
give control of the many lighting effects 
from various points of the store, with an 
ingeniously hidden master switching sta- 
tion at the foot of the main basement 
stairway, where all electrical troubles may 
be traced. 

The fixture markets were searched for 
individual designs adapted to the many 
special needs for showing the wares of 
the Wonder to the best advantage. Where 
stock fixtures were not obtainable special 
fixtures were made. Four large chandel- 
liers in the main store were made to hang 
in the rotunda. ‘These fixtures each weigh 
four hundred pounds and are made of 
stucco, steel and bronze from designs made 
by the fixture department of the Valley 
Electrical Supply Company. These fix- 
tures are a combination of indirect and 
semi-indirect, providing two distinct 
shades and intensities of light. 

The air cooling and washing system pro- 
viding for a change of air throughout the 
store every three minutes is electrically 
operated in the basement. The hand dry- 
ing machines in the rest rooms are also of 
the latest electrical type, heating the air 
for drying to a comfortable temperature. 
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A motion picture projecting room is lo- 
cated on the J street side of the building, 
making it possible to throw pictures of 
the latest fashion shows to a screen on the 
mezzanine floor. In this room are also 
located the remote control equipment to 
turn off all lights in the main sales room 
during one of these fashion shows. 


Floor plugs and convenient outlets are 
placed at convenient points where addi- 
tional decorative lamps, or cleaning appli- 
ances may be connected with a minimum 
of extension cords. 


Telephones are in every department 
connected with a central exchange through 
which the city telephone system may be 
reached. An auxiliary signal system’ is 
provided for locating the various depart- 
ment heads at a moment’s notice. 


Special electric devices and fixtures are 
installed in the hair dressing, manicuring 
and beauty parlors on the second floor. 
Massage, hair curling and drying machines, 
and other appliances are electrically oper- 
ated. This department is one of the most 
modern in the country. 

An absolutely new lighting feature in 
the dressing and fitting rooms is achieved 
by indirect lighting. As the dressing room 
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Main lighting panel for basement and first floor, 
giving individual control to all indirect lighting columns 
in basement, and individual control to all main ceiling 
fixtures in sales rooms on ground floor. 
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door is closed, the room is flooded auto- 
matically with a clear white light free 
from shadows or glare. The mirrors in 
these rooms are placed at an angle mak- 
ing it possible to get a back and front 
view without turning the body. 

The primary lighting of the basement is 
a pure system of indirect cove lighting. 
secured by high powered X-Ray equipment. 
Supplementing this primary system is a 
system of direct lighting to increase the 
intensity on special days of sales. 

All indoor show windows and glass 
show cases are equipped with continuous 
reflectors to present the dazzling beauty 
of the silks, furs and jewelry to their 
best advantage. Over six hundred feet 
of these reflectors are installed with in- 
dividual switch control for all cases. 

In the Wonder’s electrical equipment, 
2200 lamps are used, 24 miles of wire, 360 
switches, 240 convenience outlets, 85 horse- 
power in motors, representing a total in- 
stallation of 150 kilowatts, which is equiva- 
lent to 200 horsepower. 

To carry the immense load of the Won- 
der lighting equipment, it was necessary 
to install a special transformer vault in 
the building served underground at 2300 
volt pressure. 


NEW CENTRAL UNION HIGH 
TO BE “ELECTRICAL SCHOOL” 


The Central Union High School, Mc- 
Kinley and Coalinga Road, plans for which 
are now being completed, is to have an in- 
stallation of 36 kilowatts for cooking and 
water heating, and 14% horsepower in 
motors. It will be regarded as an “elec- 
trical school" because of the many elec- 
trical features to be installed. In the 
Domestic Science Department there will 
be 24 one-kilowatt plates for experiments 
in cooking and a seven-kilowatt range. A 
water tank of 60 gallons capacity will be 
heated by five kilowatts. The ventilation 
of the building will be operated by a five- 


horsepower motor, the same system being 


used for hot air in winter and cool air 
in summer. A 7!4-horsepower motor sup- 
plies pumped water for irrigation. 

The Central Union High School board 
consists of R. O. Farris, President; A. P. 
Harris, Secretary; W. M. Barcus, Geo. 
Randrup, and L. N. Hoyer, Trustees; 
W. G. Martin, Principal. 
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THE NEW WONDER AT FRESNO IS REGARDED BY ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS AS} 


Above—Looking through one of four archways to corner window. This 
photograph was made at night using only the lighting from the lamps 
in the window. 


Below—The basement salesroom illuminated by indirect cove lighting 
banked around the columns, the center lamps being used only for special 
purposes. 
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Above—The grand display ma 
only the illumination provided B; 
ture. 


Below—Interior of window sm; 
and racks for color screens, Th, 
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«THE MOST EFFECTIVELY ILLUMINATED WOMEN'S APPAREL SHOP IN AMERICA. 

om photographed at night using Above—Street view of the corner window of The Wonder photographed 

gl the fixtures shown in the pic- at night by light from the lighting installation only. The soft shadows 
and perfect daylight color effects are noticeable features in this window. 


.'Owing the double bank of lamps Below—Beautiful French Room equipped with dainty glass chandel- 
liers, casting a clear white light that brings out the delicate shades of 


he bank of lamps at the end are 
,t Possible to “spot” any subject. ivory and cream tints in the decorative scheme. 


Digitized by (SO gle DE AF CAFORNA 


18 


Published monthly by the San Joaquin Light & 
Power Corporation at Fresno, California, in the interest 
of the Consumers, Stockholders and Employes of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 


AL C. Joy - - - Editor and Manager 
SYDNEY W. GREEN - - Associate Editor 


Subscription - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies - - - - - 10 Cents 


Vor. V March, 1923 NUMBER 3 


AN UNBIASED CRITICISM 
OF MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP 


Seldom is it possible to find an expres- 
sion concerning municipal ownership which 
is not tinctured by the prejudices of one 
side or the other. For that reason an 
editorial, “The Power-Plant Issue,” ap- 
pearing in the Aberdeen (Wash.) Daily 
World of Feb. 15, is particularly refresh- 
ing. It deals with the taxation on the in- 
come of the municipal plants in Seattle and 
Tacoma for service they propose to ren- 
der by extending their lines beyond the 
corporate limits of those cities. 


In an impartial manner the editorial 
questions the efficiency of municipal opera- 
tion and points out the unfairness of com- 
petition between the tax-exempt plant and 
the privately owned company. It further 
emphasizes that after the public pay the 
freight, for it must make up, through in- 
creased taxation, the loss sustained by the 
removal of city-owned property from the 
tax rolls. The editorial reads: 


Seattle and Tacoma, in both of which 
the power plants are municipally owned, 
desire to sell power outside their city 
limits. The Legislature, so far as present 
proceedings go, thinks that if they are 
permitted to do so, they should be taxed 
for the privilege. The proposal is that 
they shall pay the state tax on earnings. 
Objection is made to this on the ground 
that municipal enterprises ought to be tax- 


Google 


SAN JOAQUIN Power MAGAZINE 


free, that in return for tax exemption they 
provide the people with cheaper power. 

But there is another side. If these pow- 
er plants were not municipally owned, 
they would be privately owned and the 
private owners would pay taxes on the 
property. The transfer of these plants to 
municipal ownership simply means that 
that much property has been taken from 
the tax rolls. If the state goes on doing 
that sort of thing, private enterprise will 
be driven out, along with the taxes private 
enterprise pays. That is the aim in certain 
quarters. But even if it is achieved the 
state will still need revenue. It will get 
it in one way or another. The people 
will pay it. There is no other outcome. 
There can be no system of taxation that 
will make one certain class pay all the 
expenses of government with the majority 
exempt. 

The question involved in this power is- 
sue is whether the municipally owned plant 
is entitled to a tax advantage over the 
private enterprise. If the private enter- 
prise were not subject to state regulation, 
which it is, if its earnings were not limited 
by the state, as they are, and if its service 
were not controlled under the law, the 
municipal plant would be entitled, per- 
haps, to state aid, which is what a tax 
exemption amounts to. But since the state 
assumes power over the private enterprise 
and practically takes charge of it, why 
should the municipal plant be tax exempt? 
If it is to survive, it must do all the 
things that private enterprise is supposed 
to do and do them just as well. It should 
have no advantage. 

In going outside their own domains 
Seattle and Tacoma ought to stand on the 
same basis as any other purveyor of power. 
Why not? Communities outside Seattle 
and Tacoma are not concerned with the 
success of the Seattle or Tacoma power 
plants, which were designed in the first 
place to serve the people of those two ci- 
ties. That is their sole function. With 
that the people of the state have no con- 
cern. But the state is not entitled to give 
these cities a subsidy in the shape of tax 
exemption so that they can sell their sur- 
plus power outside their city limits. That 
is especially true when other power con- 
cerns stand ready to furnish the service 
the Seattle and "Tacoma city plants want to 
furnish. 
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These city-owned plants enter the out- 
side field under the advantage of no taxes 
at home. ‘They ought to be able to sell 
power cheaper than other companies, which 
contribute to the support of the state, with- 
out asking a further subsidy from the 
public. They ought to be able to under- 
sell the private company even with a 5 
per cent earnings tax. If they cannot, 
and it appears they think they cannot, then 
it must be that public control and man- 
agement of business enterprise is neither so 
efficient nor so economical as private op- 
eration. And that is the truth. The pub- 
lic enterprise, with every advantage on its 
side, cannot compete with the private en- 
terprise. It never has in this country, 
and chances are it never will. In order 
to maintain it at all, the people must pay. 
But their concern ought to be to get power 
as cheaply as possible and service as good 
as possible. Why should they subsidize 
municipal plants when they can get power 
as cheap without the subsidy ? Why should 
they care where the power comes from so 
long as their needs are met at a reason- 
able price? And why should they dig 
down in their pockets to pay the taxes 
the municipally owned plants of Seattle 

and Tacoma should pay? 

Tax exemption as enjoyed by municipal- 
ly owned utilities is the “ace in the hole," 
whereby their advocates have been able 
to show an apparent saving over the pri- 
vately owned company. How much im- 
portance municipal authorities attach to 
this form of special privilege is indicated 
by objections raised by Seattle and Tacoma 
to payment to the state of a tax on earnings 
which would accrue to them if they extend 
their lines beyond the city limits. 


A DREAM NEARLY REALIZED 

Work has begun on the line that is first 
of all to carry power to the proposed Balch 
Power House, on the Kings River project, 
and later bring it back to the valley when 
the Kings River dream becomes a realiza- 
tion. 

This construction work, preliminary 
step that it is, tremendously aids our vision. 
It takes the Kings River project definitely 
off mere paper and makes of it a thing 
real, alive. We can see Kings River as we 
have not been able to see it before. And 
in seeing it, in realizing that the fulfill- 
ment of the dream is at hand, we have a 
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new appreciation not only of our organiza- 
tion and its future, but of the San Joaquin 
Valley and its future. 

Kings River is to be developed as pow- 
er demand justifies. It contemplates a 
ten-year building program. ‘Ten years is 
not a long time to look ahead. When 
the time has passed, it will seem brief in- 
deed in retrospect. But it will be a period 
of tremendous achievement in every direc- 
tion, and in that achievement we who are 
here today must play an important part. 


DO YOU KNOW THE 
ADDRESS OF ANY OF 
THESE STOCKHOLDERS? 


Below is a list of our stockholders whose 
mail has been returned because of not 
having a proper address: 


George O. Begg, 205 Seminole Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Louise Begg, 205 Seminole Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Margaret L. Begg, 205 Seminole Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Maud O. Cessna, 610 Peralta Way, Fresno, Calif. 
e iosepiine Curren, 201 West 14th St., Los Angeles, 


Frank J. Gehring, East Las Vegas, New Mexico. 

Frank I. Gillings, c/o C. S. McCandless, Hemet, Cal. 

Mrs. Emma Grimaud, 650 So. Beachwood, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 

Mrs. Alice M. Hatch, Paso Robles, Calif. 

T. J. Kelly, P. O. Box 146, San Joaquin, Cal. 

Gilbert H. Des, c/o A. P. Leisy, 508 Higuera St., 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 

Mrs. C. R. Love, Route A, Box 99, Perlier, Calif. 

Mrs. C. M. Merrill, 1628 Poinsettia Place, Ho'ly- 
wood, Calif. 

Howard Riddle McCall, General Delivery, Fresno, Cal. 

Ida M. McGregor, 43 Taylor Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Christos Pantelis, Box 734, Bakersfield, Cal. 

Edwin Schneck, 429 Edison Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

Adolph Scholz, c/o Union Trust Co. of S. F., San 
Francisco, Calif. 

Theodore P. Suttles, 
to, Cal. 

Miss Marie E. Shea, c/o Delta Telephone Co., Court- 
Jand, Cal. 

Mrs. Frances B. Williams, 3621 Pacific Ave., Ber- 
keley, Calif. 


The present address of any of the above 
persons sent to the Secretary's office of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, 
950 South Broadway, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, will be appreciated. Please do it 
today! 


P. O. Box 11238, Sacramen- 


A fireman was discharged for bootleg- 
ging. He should have arranged a still 
alarm. 

As a matter of fact, what most of these 
bootleggers are selling is synthetic kerosene, 
and that isn't against the law, is it? 


Have switches in every room. Be able 
to control the upstairs lights from down- 
stairs, and vice versa; to light the garage 
from the kitchen. 
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Fresno Bowlers Show Class 


Stand First in Fresno Commercial League. Final Playoff in Power Club 
Contests to Decide Company Supremacy. 


GAIN Kid Kilowatt is on top. 

O. D. Martin, manager of the 

Power Club bowling team has 
scored another triumph for the kilowatt 
hour merchants. O. D. is piloting his 
gang of pin smashers into first place in 
the Commercial Bowling League, and with 
but four more matches to roll, the team 
Seems so firmly entrenched in the top hole 
that the league trophy is almost in the 
trophy cabinet o fthe club. A Victory in 
this league race will successfully close a 
great season for the Power Club alley- 
fans. 

Although they dropped their first match 
with the Corcoran five, in the inter-com- 
pany fracas the Fresno bowlers came back 
Strong in the second and third matches 
and took the Corcoran bunch into camp for 
decisive beatings. Against the Bakersfield 
rollers, the Fresno boys were not so suc- 
cessful, for after taking the first match 
in three straight games, they dropped the 
second and third matches, two games out 
of three. In games won, the Fresnans are 
in the lead, but in matches, the Bakersfield 
pinsmashers are in first place. 

The Fresno aggregation of ten-pin de- 
votees who have been crashing the wood 
box with consistency are O. D. Martin, 
manager, Auld, Coons, Rodgers, Reynolds 
and Thomas. — 

Martin is attempting to arrange a final 
meet between the Fresno, Bakersfield and 
Corcoran offices, to be rolled in F resno. 
This match is for the championship of the 
San Joaquin Power system. 


POWER CLUB TEAM WINS 
FIRST BASEBALL GAME 
Gus Grummett and his gang of embryo 
Kid Kilowatts opened the 1923 baseball 
season on March 25 with a victory over 
the Murphy Motors nine, in a fiercely 
fought, five inning encounter, staged at 
the Longfellow playgrounds. No score 
was kept, since no one present was able 
to count over five thousand. The pen- 
pushers and trouble-shooters of the power 
club jumped into an early lead by staging 
a rally at the expense of Lefty Lobtosser, 
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and the victory was awarded to Grum- 
mett's proteges. Gus himself was unable 
to be present since he is still suffering from 
the effects of stopping a bat in a previous 
practice game. His position of chief stage 
director was ably taken care of by Chet 
Coons. 


The Murphy Motors were represented 
by the pick of the twilight league players, 
and a win over them forecasts a successful 
season for the boys of the Power Club. 
"Red" Johnson, the elongated first sacker 
of the Kilowatts, was the hitting star of 
the day, connecting for a single and a 
double in four trips to the plate. Coons, 
with a single and a double in five visits, 
proved to be the surprise of the day. Chet 
occupied the mound for the first four in- 
nings, and excepting two or three dozen 
blows secured off his delivery, was very 
successful. Chet succeeded in hitting the 
bats of the Flivvers at every attempt. 


For the Fords, Bills and Franklin were 
the shining lights, securing two blows in 
four trips to the starting point. Witt, 
the be-spectacled manager of the Murphys, 
was the fielding star, making several flossy 
catches of blows to the right garden which 
were labeled base hits. 

Grummett has been unable to line up 
any further games, but members of the 
Power Club are sure to see their team en- 
tered in one of the many twilight leagues 
to be organized by the Playground De- 
partment in the near future. 


CHAS. J. KELLY, MANAGER 
$. L. O. BASEBALL CLUB 


Word comes from San Luis Obispo that 
Charles J. Kelly, District Manager of 
San Luis Obispo and Paso Robles, is made 
manager of the San Luis Obispo baseball 
team. Charles claims this was an honor 
thrust upon him when he was not looking, 
but many a man would rather be manager 
of the baseball team than mayor of the 
city. 

The San Luis Obispo team will open 
the season at King City with King City 
April 1. 


With the District Managers 


Business Conditions Continue Good, as Shown by Reports of Constant 
i Growth of San Joaquin Power. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 

PauL B. Witson, District Manager 

Business conditions in general for the 
Fresno District were very good for the 
month of March. Operating conditions 
were much improved during February, 
there being but seven interruptions, all of 
a minor character. 

During the month of February there 
were connected 311 consumers in the 
Fresno District, 32 of which were heating 
and cooking, 25 industrial power, 6 agri- 
cultural power, and 248 lighting. The 
industrial power installations required a 
total of 218 horsepower and the agricul- 
tural installations required 80 horsepower. 
The heating and cooking installations con- 
nected during the month of February re- 
quired 254.05 kilowatts or 339 horsepower. 
The increase in the heating and cooking 
load was 121 horsepower greater than the 
increase in the industrial load and 259 
horsepower greater than the increase in the 
February agricultural load. 

Applications signed and business not 
‘yet connected would indicate that March 


and April will show better returns than , 


February. 


The “Business Builder" blank book pro- ` 


vided by A. M. Frost, Manager of Power 
Sales is developing in every employee a 
personal interest in the welfare of the 
company.  Co-operating with the power 
sales department, the following letter was 
addressed to each employee in Fresno Dis- 
trict enclosing a “Business Builder” blank 
book. 


I am attaching hereto booklet 
which is known to the New Business 
Department as the "Business Build- 
er." 

It is the Management's desire to 
have everyone make it their business 
to see that all consumers get the kind 
of service they are entitled to. You 
can render valuable assistance in this 
business by aiding in correcting com- 
plaints and developing new business. 
If you are not familiar with the rates, 
rules and regulations, do not attempt 
to discuss the matter of new busi- 
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ness with the prospect, but merely 
fill out the “Business Builder” and 
tell the prospect (if you happen to be 
in contact with him) that the matter 
will be investigated by the District 
Manager’s office. 

Also do not discuss complaints, but 
fill out the “Business Builder’ and 
turn it in to this office, and let us 
make a thorough investigation and then 
take the matter up with the complain- 
ant. 

We will keep you informed of such 
investigations so that you will know 
that the matter has been properly dis- 
posed of. 

Keep the “Business Builder” with 
you at all times and please follow 
Mr. A. M. Frost’s instructions in the 
use of it. 

Your co-operation in this connection 
will be greatly appreciated. 

PauL B. WILson, 
District Manager. 


€ 


BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT 
D. L. Wisuow, District Manager 
A. R. THEILE, Assistant 
The new addition to the City of Bakers- 


field, known as Alta Vista, is being sub- 


divided and sold at a rapid rate that its 


. success seems assured. This new addition 


will require extensions of both gas and 
electricity, the electrical extension alone 
costing $8,000. 

'The Southern Pacific Company has an- 
nounced that they will build the Arvin 
spur, and will be ready for handling this 
year's crop. It is also reported that the 
Santa Fe will spend about $3,000,000 in 
the San Joaquin Valley this year, much 
of which will be expended on the Bakers- 
field shops. Both railroads announce that 
they will double track their lines over the 
Tehachapi hill. 

William McAdoo, Jr., has leased land 
on the Wheeler Ridge for developing oil. 
Barlow and Hill also have acquired hold- 
ings in that section and expect to develop 
the land. There is also a new well going 
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down on the Camanches Point, southeast 
of Arvin, four or five miles. 

During February we connected up 23 
agricultural power consumers, 14 indus- 
trial power consumers, nine heating and 
cooking consumers, and 37 lighting con- 
sumers. The power consumers were con- 
nected up with a total load of 718% 
horsepower, while the heating, cooking and 
ilghting consumers were connected up for 
76 kilowatts. During this same period 
we received applications from 28 prospec- 
tive consumers, 12 for 161 horsepower for 
agricultural and industrial purposes, and 
16, with a load of 43 kilowatts, for heat- 
ing, cooking and lighting. 

During the month we were visited by 
A. M. Frost, Dr. C. E. Mordoff, S. B. 
Patterson, R. J. Baker, D. P. Mason and 
H. M. Kalb. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
F. V. Bower, District Manager 

General conditions in the Madera dis- 
trict have been good during February, al- 
though our work has been somewhat handi- 
capped by the absence of a number of em- 
ployees on account of sickness. Our esti- 
mating department has been extremely 
busy on new line extensions, as a result 
of soliciting new business. 

During the past month, the Madera 
Chamber of Commerce completed its re- 
organizing and plans were made for col- 
onizing undeveloped lands in Madera 
County. 

The city of Chowchilla voted to incor- 
porate, making possible the installation of 
additional street lights that are needed, 
and to enlarge the city water works, as 
the city has outgrown the old system. 

The plans for the new First National 
Bank building have been approved and 
work will start upon this structure shortly. 
Citizens of Madera have presented the 
State Banking Commission with a peti- 
tion for a new bank to be located in 
Madera. 

During February we connected 49 light- 
ing consumers and a total of 315 horse- 
power in motors, both industrial and agri- 
cultural. During the same period we re- 
ceived 49 applications for lights, 23 for 
power and three for heating and cook- 
ing. 

We were complimented by J. J. Deuel 
of the State Farm Bureau who has been 


Google 


23 
calling upon our consumers, upon the con- 
sideration we have given our consumers. 
Deuell stated that he had been in a num- 
ber of districts, and nowhere had be found 
an office in which the adjustments were 
so readily made, and in which the consum- 
ers were shown the courtesy of having the 


rate explamed to them and shown the op- 
tional rates. 


SELMA DISTRICT 
J. H. JARNIGAN, District Manager 
H. H. Yousc, Assistant 


The Libby McNeill and Libby Can- 
nery in Selma has opened and by the first 
of June, will be running at full speed. 
This industry will add impetus to the ad- 
vance of the Selma district and will furn- 
ish employment for a large number of 
residents of this district. 

During February we connected up 93 
new light consumers, 17 cooking and heat- 
ing consumers, 24 power consumers, with 
a total connected load of 223 horsepower, 
10 gas consumers and nine water con- 
sumers, bringing the total unmber of con- 
sumers in the Selma district up to 6948. 
During the same period we received 96 
applications for power.  Fifty-three of 
these were for lighting 12 for cooking and 
heating and 31 for power with a connect- 
ed load of 242 horsepower.  Forty-two 
of these applications have been served or 
ordered served, while the remainder are 
in course of estimation. 

The American Legion at Kingsburg is 
contemplating the installation of approxi- 
mately 35 kilowatts in air and water heat- 
ers, while the Selma Union High School 
Board are giving favorable consideration 
to the installation of electric ranges in the 
new Science Hall in connection with the 


High School. 


MERCED DISTRICT 

RALEIGH Casan, District Manager 

Prospects are excellent for a greatly in- 
creased load in the Merced district within 
the next two months. The Merced Or- 
chards company on the Merced river have 
increased the size of two of the plants 
for which they made application. last 
month. These plants have been increased 
from 50 to 75 horsepower, and another 
plant of 100 horsepower has been applied 
for. We have also had applications for 
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several smaller plants, and prospects for + 
large range load are excellent. 

During February we connected 48 new 
consumers, 39 for lights and nine, with 
a connected load of 72 horsepower, for 
power, both industrial and agricultural. 
We received 29 applications for service 
during the month, 16 of these being for 
lights, and 13, with a total connected load 
of 196 horsepower for power. 

There are still rumors circulating about 
Merced concerning the erection of a new 
150 room hotel here. This new building 
is badly needed by Merced, for the present 
hotels are badly overcrowded and it is 
very difficult to secure reservations. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 
Tuos. Hancock, District Manager 
During the month of February elec- 

tric ranges were installed for H. C. Stroud, 
Los Banos, and M. Gomes near Gustine; 
electric ranges and water heaters for W. E. 
Netherton, James Hansen and John D. 
Jensen north of Gustine. 

An extension of 214 miles of line was 
completed to serve eight new consumers 
in the northern end of the district. Seven 
of these consumers are installing a con- 
nected load of 12 kilowatts each, compris- 
ing electric ranges, heaters and small 
motors. 

Applications for service were received 
from Mrs. S. J. Mason, electric range; 
Joe S. Sanches, Joe Amarante, A. Hansen, 
M. A. Iverson and J. S. Sanches for elec- 
tric ranges and small motors, north of 
Gustine. 

Miller & Lux are contemplating install- 
ing a 25 horsepower motor at seven of 
their ranches. These motors are to be 
used for the cutting and mixing of feed 
for silos. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 

Hazen G. ReEpFERN, District Manager 

During February there were 62 new 
lighting consumers and three new power 
consumers connected to our lines, bring- 
ing the total number of consumers in this 
district to 4673. During this same pe- 
riod there were 15 applications for power, 
totaling 9214 horsepower, nine for lights, 
and four for cooking and heating. 

One of the most important commercial 
electrical installations in the city of Di- 
nuba is the new Dinuba Theater which 
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was opened to a capacity house February 
This new amusement house has the 
most modern conveniences in electrical 
equipment for the proper showing of pic- 
tures and for the comfort of the patrons. 
The new Reedley High School is near- 
ing completion at a cost of approximately 
$600,000. The cooking load and light- 
ing load of this new building required 104 
kilowatts, while the machine shop will 
require 25 horsepower in small motors. 


COALINGA DISTRICT 
W. E. WHITTINGTON, District Manager 
A number of wildcat wells are being 
drilled on practically all sides of the pres- 
ent field. The Curry Mountain Oil Com- 
pany is about ready to begin drilling on 
a well at the foot of the Parkfield Grade. 


. A company headed by G. A. Scott and 


Holdbrook of the Zier is drilling about 
one mile south of Alcalde. A company 
in which Ralph Arnold is interested is 
going to drill a well on the Jacolites, south 
of Coalinga. The East Coalinga Oil 
Company is to drill another well directly 
east of the Shell Company main camp. 
Drilling is under way near the Standard 
Oil Company Old Home lease, northeast 
of the Shell Company main camp. 

During February there were no gen- 
eral interruptions in service, and practic- 
ally no interruptions on any feeder cir- 
cuit. ` 

Five new lighting consumers and one 
new power consumer were connected up 
during February, bringing the total num- 
ber of consumers in this district up to 
1224. One application was received from 
the Pacific Oil Company for delivery of 
75 horsepower. 


SANTA MARIA DISTRICT 

A. D. CuvuncuH, District Manager 
The residents of the Santa Maria dis- 
trict are gradually learning the import- 
ant part agricultural development will 
play in the upbuilding of this district. 
Each month sees a gradually increasing 
number of new agricultural power con- 
sumers being connected up. With the par- 
tial shutdown of the oilfields here, this 
work has taken on an added importance. 
Residents of this district are coming to 
realize that the oilfields alone cannot 
carry the burden and much of the good 
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agricultural land is therefore being put 
to use. The Santa Maria district hag some 
of the finest dairy land in the country 
and a great deal of this is being put to 
use. 


A 1,000-volt line was recently con- 
structed for the Rice Ranch Oil Com- 
pany to take care of two 15 to 30 horse- 
power oilwell motors and for additional 
power for their absorbtion plant. The 
Shell Company is making a very exten- 
sive change at their absorption plant and 
planning on installing about 40 horse- 
power in motors. ‘This company is drill- 
ing one new well in shallow territory with 
an electric drilling outfit and report very 
satisfactory results. 


The N. T. U. Company is constructing 
a plant near Casmalia for the purpose of 
extracting oil from shale deposits, the first 
unit of which is to be of forty ton capacity. 
A power line is under consideration to 
serve this property with about 250 horse- 
power in motors as well as for lighting. 
Electrical cooking appliances in their 
boarding house and electricity for heating 
camp buildings are a possibility for this 
company. | 


During February we connected up 22 
new consumers in the Santa Maria dis- 
trict. Fifteen of these were for lights, 
three, with a total connected load of 26 
horsepower were for power, and four, with 
a total connected load of 9 kilowatts, were 
for ranges and heater. During the same 
period, we received applications from the 
following: Owen Rice, five horsepower 
motor, hotwater heater, air heaters and 
lights; Elmer Rice, five horsepower motor, 
hotwater heater, air heaters and lights; 
Elmer Rice, two horsepower motor, heat- 
ers and lights, H. E. Filiponni, lights for 
real estate subdivision in Santa Maria; 
D. W. Johnson, range, water heater, air 
heaters and lights; Santa Maria Flour 
Mill, 25 horsepower motor and City of 
Santa Maria Water department, 65 horse- 
power in motors. 


Taxes on farm lands have more than 
doubled during the past eight years, re- 
ports to the Department of Agriculture 
show. The average tax per acre in 1922 
was 71 cents as compared with 31 in 1914. 
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SANGER OFFICE OPENED IN 
WILLYS-OVERLAND AGENCY 
A new local office of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation has been 
opened at Sanger in the salesroom of the 
Willys-Overland agency on North N street, 
across the street from the Sanger Tele- 
phone Company office. 


Provision has been made for the pay- 
ment of bills, receiving applications for 
service, rendering service connections for 
the city of Sanger and surrounding coun- 
try, correcting consumer troubles, repair- 
ing line troubles, and other business with 
the company, it is announced by Paul B. 
Wilson, District Manager of the Fresno 
District. This additional service for San- 
ger and vicinity, made necessary on ac- 
count of the rapidly increasing number of 
consumers, will be rendered by L. W. 
Owen, assisted by C. M. Blackman. 

Much of the local business of the com- 
pany formerly handled by the Fresno of- 
fice will be taken care of by the local of- 
fice, and any matters that must be refer- 
red to the Fresno office will be handled, 
as formerly, through Mr. Wilson’s Fresno 
District office, under which the Sanger 
office operates. 


L. H. MILLER, NEW AGENT 
IN CLOVIS TERRITORY 

Beginning March 20, the local business 
of the San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration in Clovis and vicinity will be 
handled by H. L. Miller, who will main- 
tain his office with S. P. Good, local elec- 
trician. Mr. Good, who formerly acted 
as agent for the Power Company, will de- 
vote himself to his wiring and electrical 
merchandise business which has grown to 
such proportions as to require his entire 
time. The local office of the Company 
will handle service connections, consum- 
er troubles, repairing line troubles, col- 
lections, and applications for service. Mat- 
ters requiring the attention of the Fresno 
office will be handled by Paul B. Wilson, 
District Manager of the Fresno District, 
under which the Clovis local office will 
operate. 

This additional service is necessary on 
account of the rapid growth of the com- 
munity and will no doubt be appreciated 
by the people of Clovis and suburban ter- 
ritory for several miles around. 


Among the District Reporters 


“Just like a letter from home." Little news notes and gossip gathered 
here and there. 


BAKERSFIELD 
By CLAYTIE ULMAN, Reporter 

We were very fortunate in having Dr. 
Tasman Carey, of Sydney, Australia, with 
us on February 5th, when he made a most 
interesting talk on “Personnel.” After Dr. 
Carey’s talk, Dr. Chas. E. Mordoff, chief 
surgeon, announced that within the near 
future he planned to start a First Aid 
class, which we know will be very bene- 
ficial to the organization. 


The K. V. A. Club entertained at Tay- 
lor’s Hall, February 12, with an impersona- 
tion of the famous movie stars. The all- 
girl cast included the following: Charlie 
Chaplin by Bess Johnson; Mary Pickford 
by Lillian Broeker; Jackie Coogan by Gene 
McClain; Wesley Barry, by Lorena Love; 
Dorothy Dalton by Helen Baumgartner; 
Pearl White by Evelyn Riggs; Rudolph 
Valentino by Nina Koch; Constance Tam- 
madge by Ruby Martin; Harold Lloyd by 
Mildred Benfield; Bebe Daniels by Gladys 
Ikenberg; Charles Ray by Chloris Bender; 
Louise Fazenda by Claytie Utman. Bess 
Johnson won first prize and Lillian Broe- 
ker second prize for the best impersona- 
tions. Songs were offered for censorship 
as follows: “Who tied the can on the 
old dog's tail?" by Jackie Coogan, and 
“Around her neck she wore a yellow rib- 
bon," by Louise Fazenda. Interpretative 
music was plaved as each star appeared, 
by Louis Bromm. After the performance, 
a light lunch was served, after which 
dancing was enjoyed. 

A wedding of much interest to us all 
was that of Van I. Laycock, of the Sales 
Department, to Miss Zella Russell, on 
February 7th. The happy couple spent 
their honeymoon at the southern beaches, 
and are now at the home of their friends 
at 1101 Fourth Street. 

On February 26th, the Welfare asso- 
ciation had as guests from Fresno, 
Jack Frost, R. J. Baker, S. B. Patterson 
and D. P. Mason. Mr. Frost gave a 
talk on ''Salesmanship," which was fol- 
lowed by a short talk by Mr. Baker. The 
members voted the meeting a most inter- 
esting one. 
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Lee Williams has been transferred from 
the Garage to the Sales Department. If 
you want to buy a stove, just call on Lee. 


FRANK A. EASTON PROMOTED 


The glad news was received February 
26th of the promotion of Frank A. Easton 
to the position of Manager of Stock Sales. 
We are all rejoicing over Frank’s promo- 
tion, yet it is with deep regret that we 
see him remove his headquarters to Fresno. 
He has been with us since a mere boy, 
having begun his career with the Company 
as water boy for the ditch diggers in the 
Gas Department. From this, he was pro- 
moted to meter reader, rising gradually 
until he became General Gas Superinten- 
dent over all districts. Mr. Easton has 
a host of friends in Bakersfield being presi- 
dent of the Rotary Club, Past Worshipful 
Master of the Maosnic Lodge, a member 
of the Elks Lodge, Bakersfield Club, Kern 
River Country Club, and Alpha Tau 
Omega Fraternity. We all wish him the 
greatest success. 


JOLLY WILKO FAY GETS FRANK'S JOB 


W. F. Tyler, commonly known as 
Wilko Fay, Assistant Superintendent of 
the Gas Division, has been promoted to 
General Superintendent to succeed Frank 
A. Easton. Bill is one of those jolly fel- 
lows that everyone likes, and he has hosts 
of friends everywhere who are all glad 
to see him rise to the new position. He is 
thoroughly qualified in every respect hav- 
ing grown up in the artificial and natural 
gas business, and we know he will make 
good. 


MADERA 
BERTHA Woon, Reporter 

Meter Tester Otis Burdick and Assist- 
ant, Vernon Jones, have completed their 
work in the Madera District and have left 
for Los Banos to test the meters in that 
District. 

Leslie Mossman of the Operating De- 
partment met with a very painful acci- 
dent while working near Chowchilla a 
few days ago. Mossman, in company with 
Lyman Harris, was deadening ‘line wires 
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on a 40 foot pole when it suddenly snapped 
off and fell. Mossman suffered three bad- 
ly fractured ribs while Harris fortunately 
escaped injury, and is able to be back on 
the job. 

E. P. Butts of Fresno has a crew at 
work in the Madera District constructing 
a new 60 KV Line from Dairyland sub- 
station to the new Le Grand sub-station. 

George Footman is sending his ever 
ready "Lizzie" over the rapidly populat- 
ing District in search of new power con- 
sumers and from all reports he is signing 
them up rapidly. 

Line Foreman J. A. Mulkey was pain- 
fully burned about the face when a shot 
of dynamite prematurely exploded. 

The Madera District “Kilowatts” are 
planning a big Tri-District picnic to be 
held as soon as the weather is favorable. 

General Sales Manager, A. M. Frost, 
R. J. Baker and Syd Green, of the Pub- 
licity Department attended a meeting of 
the newly organized Kilowatts Club of the 
Madera District on February 27th. Mr. 
Green brought along his moving picture 
machine and exhibited for our benefit one 
of his latest reels entitled “Electricity,” by 
the National Electric Light Association. 
A. C. H. Chamberlain of our local opera 
house kindly loaned us a two reel com- 
edy which was hugely enjoyed. Mr. Baker 
gave a talk on the organization of the 
various social clubs throughout the system. 
Mr. Frost’s talk may well be entitled 
*Salesmanship" as he brought to light 
many of the sales angles that most of us 
have probably never given a thought to. 
At the close of the meeting refreshments 
were served, being cooked on our new 
electric range. 


We all extend our heartfelt sympathy 
to C. Marlatt in his grief for the loss of 
his mother who passed away February 
20th. 

Miss Edna Lewis returned recently 
from a visit in San Francisco where she 
consulted an ear specialist. 

The old clock which has hung in the 
Madera Office for longer than most of 
us can remember has given wav to a new 
one. 


POWER COMPANY WINS SPRING SERIES 


Hurrah! for the Madera S. J. team. 
By defeating the Beavers 4-1 in the 
fourth game played, our boys claim them- 
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by 160 points. 
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selves to be in good shape to start the 
Twilight League Tangle and uphold the 
name of the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation. 

Ed. Scott, or better known as Jack 
Keefe, our hard working pitcher was in 
the game every minute and greatly as- 
sisted by the rest of the boys, the team 
won a series that deserves all the credit 
that could be given to them. 

During these games our boys played a 
brand of ball that is seldom played by 
the average home talent. The crowds that 
attended the games were well satisfied and 
we look for the Twilight League to be 
the grand affair this year. 

Charles High who can play both in 
the infield and outfield has been added 
to our string. 

On Washington's Birthday the boys 
played and won from White's All-Stars. 
'The All-Stars were made up of several 
Madera Valley League Players. 

'The games played to date are as fol- 
lows: 

February 11th—S. J., 9; Beavers, 5. 

February 18th—S. J., 3; Beavers, 5. 

February 22nd—S. J., 15; All Stars, 14. 

February 25th—S. J., 8; Beavers, 4. 

March 4th—S. J., 4; Beavers, 1. 


FRESNO | 
OPERATING DEPARTMENT 
Harry RicuARps, Reporter 

Once again the operating department 
proved a real live bunch. Always ready 
for action and doing their utmost to win 
in every race they enter, they have won 
for themselves the name ''Go-Getters." 
The latest achievement was the winning 
of the handsome loving cup offered by the 
San Joaquin Power Club to the team 
bringing in the largest number of new 
members. The operating department team 
under the leadership of Tom Smith car- 
ried away the honors with a total of 1380 
points out-distancing the next nearest team 
The names of the winning 
team composed of Tom Smith, Pearl Hine, 
Mel Fowler, Carl Stockholm, and Gerald 
Quinn are engraved on the club cup as a 
lasting trophy of the activity and success 
of the team. 

Mrs. Pearl Hine who was on the win- 
ning team was also the winner of the prize 
for highest individual score, a handsome 
waffle iron. Mel Fowler made fourth 
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individual score receiving an electric grill 
as the prize. 

The disappearance of J. C. Clements, 
service helper, for two weeks remained a 
deep mystery until his return to work last 
week wearing a broad smile. It was ru- 
mored that he was in the hospital but no 
trace of him could be found by inquiry. An- 
other report had it that he was pinched for 
speeding, and was doing his time in lieu 
of paying a fine. All manner of specula- 
tion was rife, but no satisfactory explana- 
tions were forthcoming until Clements ar- 
rived on the scene with a beautiful bride 
on his arm. 

Stutz, the office dog, was off for several 
days with the flu. He is now back on the 
job full of wags and fleas. 

Effie Reed and Cleo Thomas were out 
for several days with the flu. Both are 
back at work. 

H. H. Minor spent several days in 
Corcoran this week superintending the re- 
pairing of a transformer. 

Art Hensley, District Foreman, has de- 
veloped baggy knees in his trousers, and 
rheumatic joints manicuring the weeds 
from the new lawn surrounding his home 
on University avenue. But Art is deter- 
mined to have the finest lawn on the 
street. 

The operating department is still elated 
over the crowning of Miss Cleo Thomas 
as queen of the Elks’ Circus, February 28. 
The second place for this honor was won 
by Miss Dorothy Thompson, of the ac- 
counting department. Miss Thomas re- 
ceived a handsome diamond ring set in 
platinum, while Miss Thompson received 
as her prize a diamond ring set in gold. 

Miller Henderson, formerly estimator 
at the O street office has been transferred 
to Dinuba, and in his place is J. P. McEl- 
roy. 

The sympathy of the O street office 
organization is extended to Grant How- 
ard, and A. C. Carpenter who recently 
lost their mother. 

Tom Smith who has been successfully 
holding down the job as chief clerk in the 
District Foreman's office for the past 
eight months was transferred to the dis- 
trict manager's office as power salesman. 
Harry Richardson, for the past year on 
the consumer’s counter in the main office 
has been assigned to the position left vacant 
by Tom Smith. 
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CONSUMERS DEPARTMENT 

Quite a number of clerks in the Con- 
sumers Department have been sick during 
the past month. Those reported losing 
time on account of sickness were Darrell 
Work, Miss Juvie Gustafson, Mrs. Marie 
Turner. 

March 17 was celebrated in the con- 
sumers department by observing the eight- 
eenth birthday of Violet St. Aubyn. A 
delicious cake was baked for the occasion 
by Mrs. Fletcher Easton. Mrs. Easton 
refused to take any credit for the quality 
of the cake because it was baked in an 
electric range and could not have failed, 
she said. 

Miss Dorothy Vogler, Miss Marie Har- 
der, Miss Margaret Popp, and Mrs. Jac- 
obs, who have been absent on account of 
sickness are again at work. 

Mrs. Esther Munn, recently of the Job 
and Estimate Department, was given a 
farewell surprise party and handkerchief 
shower, by the young ladies of that de- 
partment at the home of Miss Hazel 
Moxsy, on the eve of her leaving for San 
Francisco to make her home. Mrs. Munn 
made many friends during the few months 
she was with the Company. 


BROOX WALSER RECIPIENT 
OF BRIDAL SHOWER 
Mrs. Edna Ballard and Mrs. Cleo 


Harris were joint hostesses at a miscel- 
laneous shower March 10 for Miss Broox 
Walser of the Job and Estimate Depart- 
ment. Numerous pretty things, especially 
desirable to brides about to outfit a new 
home, were received by the guest of honor. 
The following participated in the affair: 

Broox Walser, Margaret Freiland, Fan- 
nie Williams, Katherine Gill, Naomi 
Mand, Irene Havner, Nora Abbott, Birdie 
Martin, Ethel Kelly, Mattie Turner, 
Annie Thomas, Patty Munro, Clyda 
Weems, Hazel Moxsy, Genevieve Wrenn, 
Maybelle Beckett, Cleo Harris, Edna Bal- 
lard. 

Miss Walser was married April 1 to 
Perry H. Goddall, of the City of Fresno 
fire fighting force. 


The first electric train on an Italian 
railroad 165 miles long, the longest single 
electrification in Europe, was recently run 
successfully. 
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NEW DISTRICT OFFICE AT TAFT. 


TAFT 


L. F. THoMas, Reporter 

An interesting meeting of the employees 
of the Midway District was held Febru- 
ary 12, at which Dr. Chas. E. Mordoff, 
Chief Surgeon, gave a talk on first aid 
and industrial medicine. He stated that 
through the co-operation developed by 
the accident prevention committees, acci- 
dents have been reduced 60 per cent over 
what they were for the previous six 
months. 


District Manager O. A. Kommers gave 
a talk on the stock sales campaign which 
was very interesting and appreciated. The 
results of the drive should be highly satis- 
factory if every employee gets the inspira- 
tion and enthusiasm displayed by our Dis- 
trict Manager. 


The regular meeting of the Midway 
Power Club was held February 19 with 
100 per cent attendance. This club is 
composed of the combined forces of the 
Midway District and meets twice a month. 
The program consists of a special speaker 
from 7.00 to 9:00 o'clock, first aid, rates, 
safety measures, and general discussion. 
The dues were set at 25 cents per month. 

The club gave a dance in Buchannan's 
hall March 21st for the purpose of rais- 
ing funds to install a radio receiving set 
in the general office. The dance was a 
complete success, but the amount raised 
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was not quite enough to finance the pur- 
chase of a radio set. 


We are showing in this issue of the 
magazine a photograph of our new office, 
of which we are very proud. 


One of the best attended and inspira- 
tional meetings ever held in the Taft Dis- 
trict took place March 5 in the Woman’s 
Club House when a general get-together 
banquet and entertainment was given to 
the employees of the Taft District, repre- 
sentatives of the Bakersfield District and 
Mr. A. G. Wishon and party from Fresno. 


After a delightful chicken dinner the 
assemblage was addressed by Mr. A. G. 
Wishon, who gave an inspirational talk on 
matters of interest to those connected with 
the company, and its service. 


Al C. Joy gave an interesting and en- 
tertaining talk that proved a delight to his 
listeners. Emmet N. Britton and A. M. 
Frost followed with short talks giving in- 
dividual angles from their fields of opera- 
tion in the organization. D. L.. Wishon, 
District Manager of the Bakersfield Dis- 
trict completed the list of speakers. 

The evening was brought to a close 
with an entertainment contributed by four 
end men from the recent minstrel show, 
assisted by A. M. Frost who acted as in- 
terlocutor to the minstrels in putting over 
the songs and jokes. The minstrels were 
Al C. Joy, Garret Van Buren, Emmet N. 
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Britton and Syd Green, all from Fresno. 
Mrs. O. A. Kommers at the piano ac- 
companied the singers. 


BALCH CAMP 

Dame Nature is actively engaged dolling 
up the trees and undergrowth that have 
lain dormant during the winter months. 
The general color scheme matches the ver- 
dancy of the perennial laurel, live oak 
and manzanita. Myriad millions of wild 
flowers are blooming everywhere. The 
snow line in the sighing pines glistens 
white on the cliffs above us. 

Many of the ladies here have adopted 
and are wearing the very latest in riding 
habits’ and hiking costumes. It will be 
safe to assume that whatever is in vogue 
at Atlantic City or Newport beaches, will 
be seen at the Balch Camp swimming 
hole ere the summer wanes. 

Miss Williams of the Fresno Construc- 
tion Department office spent the week end 
of the 3rd here. She proved herself a su- 
perb and fearless equestrienne by riding 
one of the most spirited mounts in the 
Balch stables over some steep and wind- 
ing trails. 

Through the zeal and efforts of Mrs. 
H. K. Fox, the Kings River project is 
now equipped with a bonafide branch of 
the county library. Normal minds re- 
quire recreation and relaxation. Interest 
and indulgence in such amusements as 
bridge, puite, draw, with occasional 
tournaments of "African Golf" as played 
with the galloping ivories, will decline. 
Mrs. Fox is the Chief Librarian at a 
salary of less than one dollar per annum. 
Our new library will help us every day 
in many ways, to have a better camp. 

Mr. R. C. Starr and L. L. Ellis motored 
through Balch Camp on the 18th. Their 
six cylinder car purred up and over the 
six per cent grade of our mountain road 
in high without a tremor. We observed, 
however, the return trip was timed just 
right to enjoy the roast pork, apple sauce, 
and other appropriate edibles that go with 
the Sunday night dinner in the company 
mess hall. 

Chief Electrician Harvey Mitchell en- 
tertained his mother, Mrs. L. P. Mitchell 
of Corcoran for a few days. Mitchell’s 
rather neat set of bachelor quarters hence- 
forth will be hampered (?) with fine bed 
linen and other little comforts that only 
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the hand that rocked the cradle knows 
how well to bestow. 

Hard rock foreman, Frank Irvin, took 
his vacation just at the right time. Mer. 
Irvin has his own camp equipment. He 
had pitched his tent under a massive oak 
with horizontal limbs. The night he left, 
a fall of snow came that caused a heavy 
bough to break and come down in the 
exact place Frank had been sleeping. “The 
guardian angel must have given him the 


right hunch. 
—C. M. 


TULE RIVER POWER HOUSE 
MicHAEL Murpny, Reporter 


Superintendent F. R. McGeorge spent 
several days in the Porterville hospital 
from an attack of the flu. We are glad 
to say he is again up and around. On 
the 23rd he was well enough to make a 
business trip to Fresno. 

Lee R. Duncan was here February 6. 
inspecting the buildings. On his recom- 
mendation nearly all the houses will have 
new foundations put under them and there 
is a possibility of another modern house 
being built. 

Operator J. R. Hossack of Merced Falls 
spent a day at Tule while on his vaca- 
tion. 

S. I. Rayner, who built the garage at 
Tule a year ago, came up from Button- 
willow for a short visit. B. J. Witte, 
oiler at Buttonwillow, accompanied Ray- 
ner. 

Kenneth Jones and Henry Thompson 
have moved to the headworks to spray the 


An incident during a recent trip to the Kings River 
The oak tree across the road had to come 


Project. 
out so the roadway could be made widened, and the 
machine waited while the woodsmen sawed the trunk 
into lengths that could be rolled away. 
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apple orchard while the weather will per- 
mit. 

Misses Thelma and Annie Hall, and 
Miss Anna Voss, all of Hanford spent 
Sunday the 25th with their aunt, Mrs. 
J. L. Hoover. 

The road to Tule is the scene of much 
activity at present. The county has a 
big gang of men widening and grading the 
road as far as our camp. The new cuts 
and fills will make it easier to climb and 
wide enough for two machines to pass any 
place. 

The Social Club held meetings at the 
homes of Mrs. M. Murphy and Mrs. R. 
Lathrop. These events are getting more 
popular each month. The L. A. Times 
furnished us with some splendid music 
through the medium of Lathrop's Radio. 


LOS BANOS 
Eva C. JENSEN, Reporter 

E. R. Banks made us a visit the first 
part of February. 

Mrs. Shoate, of the Allen Flour Com- 
pany, San Francisco, held a demonstra- 
tion of Crown Flour at one of our local 
stores, February 12th to February 17th. 
A Hotpoint Hughes Super Automatic 
range was installed for her use, and the 
pies, cakes and buns baked in it were 
certainly delicious. 

C. B. Merrick and Miss Lilly Olsen 
of the Valley Electrical Supply Company 
spent a few days with us this month, dem- 
onstrating recently installed electric ranges 
to our consumers. | 

Cleo Schubert is our new meterman, 
taking the place of W. R. Dillinger, who 
resigned the latter part of February. 


NO. 1 POWER HOUSE 
ALFRED A. HicpoN, Reporter 

The grounds surrounding the residences 
here are being trimmed, lawns are going in 
at several houses and lawn, flowers and 
shrubbery are being planted around the 
power house. 

A boat house has been built for The 
Lark, which is undergoing a complete 
overhauling. 

The road to Crane Valley by way of 
No. 1 is becoming quite popular as the 
roads in the upper country begin to dry 
out. Visits from company officials and 
department heads have been frequent dur- 
ing the past month. A. E. Wishon and 
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Rex C. Starr were up early in the month 
and made a trip into Crane Valley on 
horseback, accompanied by Elmer Gates. 
E. R. Banks and Buford Babbs made the 
trip to Crane Valley February 18 al- 
though the roads were quite muddy. 

Al. Moore was quite ill during Febru- 
ary at his home at Power House No. 3. 
A trip to the valley hastened his recovery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Richards and chil- 
dren and Fred Kelly attended the dance 
at Kerchhoff February 10. They report- 
ed a most wonderful time. 


SANTA MARIA 

Irving Bushman, fireman at the Better- 
avia Steam Plant, spent a very enjoyable 
two weeks, vacation with relatives in the 
northern part of the State during the 
first part of the month. 

A. D. Church, District Manager, and 
A. E. Ford, Chief Clerk, spent a few days 
in Fresno during the month. While there 
they attended the minstrel show given by 
the San Joaquin: Power Club on February 
8, and reported it a great success. 

E. P. Butt, J. Wainscoat and A. N. 
Jacobs were visitors at the Santa Maria 
District office. 

H. J. Kruslock, Coast Patrolman, was 
painfully burned about the face and hands 
in a fire which destroyed his home in 
Arroyo Grande. The fire was caused by 
a gas stove. 


FARMER'S DOLLAR SHOWS 
INCREASED BUYING POWER 
The purchasing power of the farmer. 
continues to increase, according to the De- 
partment of Agriculture. The index num- 
ber of the purchasing power of farm prod- 
ucts, in terms of other commodities that 
farmers buy, was 68 for December as com- 
pared with 66 for November. The 1922 
average was 69 as compared with 67 for 


1921 and 86 in 1920. 


CROP REPORTS ON COTTON 
AND WHEAT BY RADIO 
In order that American farmers might 
have important crop information from for- 
eign countries, the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has made arrange- 
ments with the Egyptian Government for 
the exchange of crop reports on cotton and 
wheat. These reports will go out by tele- 
graph and radio from Washington. 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of December 31st, 1922 


1,746 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 


12,668 bondholders and stockholders. 
34,945 square miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central California served—Mariposa, 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with 
a population of 350,000. 
60,370 gas, water and electric consumers. 
110,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
182,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 
451,390,040 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending December 31st, 1922. 


624,187,500 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in. 


12 months ending December 31st, 1922, in 3 cities. 
5,500 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
165 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
27 miles of main used in distribution of water in two 
cities. 
2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 
16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
. electricity. 
2,112,588,500 cubic feet of natural gas and 1,419 barrels of oil 
used in generating electricity during 12 months 
ending December 31st, 1922. 

56,926 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
ded Joaquin Power, irrigating 341,556 acres of 
and. | 

44,985 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 

19,113 horsepower of oil well motors operated by San 
Joaquin Power. 

2,109 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 
210,881 horsepower total connected load. 
$2,157,880.82 wages paid employees in 1922. 
$513,731.89 taxes paid in 1922. 
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